Middleton Lodge: Note for Committee Meeting
The proposal conflicts with NYCC’s mineral planning policies.
· There is no need to release any further reserves of crushed rock aggregate in North Yorkshire at the present time. 

· The application site has not been identified within the development plan or being either in a preferred area or within an area of search.

· The future allocation of any further crushed rock aggregate provision should be made through the preparation of the Minerals LDF and not via premature planning applications.

The application is for a new quarry, not for an extension of an existing quarry. It is physically separate from the existing Barton Quarry. 
The financial and business case for the development of the quarry as enabling development for the visitor attraction and the linkages between them has not been made. There is no justification for the quarrying based on the likely costs of restoring the listed buildings 

The EIA has not properly examined the alternative options for funding and using the buildings. 

The quarrying will have a significant adverse impact on the setting and potentially the physical structures of the listed buildings. The EIA fails to assess properly the impact of the development on the historic heritage of the site and the estate. 
Since the application was submitted, English Heritage has designated the Designed Landsape of Middleton Lodge as being of special historic interest. It has been entered on to the North Yorkshire Register of Parks and Gardens as a Grade 2 site. The designation as parkland of historic interest is a material planning consideration in determining this application.
The EIA has seriously under-estimated the number of visitors and therefore the environmental and traffic impacts of the development. Local roads will not cope and insufficient parking is proposed for visitors and staff. 
The proposal will have a severe adverse impact on the environment of Middleton Tyas and the surrounding area and on residents. The impact on existing village services in Middleton Tyas has not been examined. 

Both the application and the EIA do not make a case for granting permission for the proposals which are clearly contrary to national, regional and local planning policy.
The visitor attraction to be created by the quarrying activity would be intrusive into and would destroy a significant and protected historic landscape. 

The application should be refused.
Support a site visit.
